
SUBJECT: GARROWHILL TENNIS COURTS 28/03/2018

INFORMATION NOTE

· Glasgow Life has produced an information leaflet which is designed to inform the public of 
proposals for new tennis courts in the park and hopefully spark interest, ahead of and in 
parallel with, the planning application which went “live” on the planning portal on March 7th.  

To date leaflets have been displayed in a number of public buildings including the Primary 
School, Bowling Club, nursery and community centre, along with 60-70 households facing 
the location of the planned tennis courts. Distribution will continue to all households facing 
onto Garrowhill Park on Maxwell Drive, Garrowhill Drive, Douglas Drive and Springhill Road 
and will be completed no later than Friday 6th April.

· In terms of the planning process, Glasgow Life is following correct procedure and 
going beyond its statutory obligations in terms of the level of community consultation.

By way of background, planning applications for development are categorised as either 
local, major or national, allowing local authorities to treat developments in a way suited to 
their size, complexity and the issues that are likely to arise. Major developments include 
developments of 50 homes or more, certain waste, transport and energy related 
developments and larger retail developments. National developments are mainly large public 
works and identified in the National Planning Framework. In practice, most planning 
applications are classed as “local”.

Applicants of Major and National developments are required to conduct formal “pre-planning 
consultation” with the community which includes sending details of the proposal to GCC and 
local community councils and consulting the wider community using at least one locally 
advertised public event. Local developments however (eg Garrowhill Park), are not subject 
to formal pre-application consultation and so the level of community consultation is at the 
discretion of the applicant. 

Glasgow Life is well aware of the importance of public consultation as a matter of course as 
evidenced by the extensive community consultation over proposals for new tennis courts in 
Garrowhill Park in advance of the planning application being submitted. This has included at 
least two presentations to the Area Committee, a local survey of parents/residents 
conducted in late summer 2016, a presentation to the local Community Council in the 
autumn of 2017 and a public meeting in November 2017.  The planning application was 
submitted on 9th January 2018, but due to an administrative error with the payment of the 
planning fee the application was not validated by DRS until 7th March. The application is now 
live and available to view on the GCC planning portal. 

· Project Governance: The project features as a priority for delivery within the 
Baillieston Neighbourhood Action Plan since 2014. It has been scrutinised by a series of 
forums and governance structures including the Area Committee, Glasgow Life’s Project 
Governance Group, Land and Property Steering Group, local elected members and the City 
Administration Committee. 

· Land Ownership: The land upon which the tennis courts are proposed to be built was 
sold to Glasgow City Council by the Maxwell Trustees in April 2011. Land Certificate held by 
Land Register of Scotland. 



· Choice of Site(s): a range of potential sites were assessed by officers from Glasgow 
Life, Tennis Scotland and the LTA against criteria designed to highlight those locations 
which offer most potential to support regular participation and the emergence of a 
community tennis club. This list of criteria included the following:- 

- Evidence of community demand (eg Neighbourhood Action Plan)
- Proximity to schools (Garrowhill and Bannerman)
- Proximity to schools conducting extra-curricular tennis activity (Garrowhill, 

Caledonia, Mount Vernon)
- a pool of upskilled young people (Tennis Leader’s Course) (Bannerman)
- access to WC provision / changing (eg Garrowhill Community Centre)
- potential for links to existing tennis clubs (eg Mount Vernon Tennis Club)
- potential for voluntary sector management long term (eg Garrowhill Bowling Club)

 
This process culminated in the identification of Garrowhill Park and Glasgow Club 
Easterhouse as two strategic locations in the east of the city for new investment in tennis 
provision. 

With regard to a number of alternative locations for tennis courts:-  

(a) James Lindsay Park does not rate as highly as Garrowhill Park when assessed against 
this set of criteria. James Lindsay is also identified, subject to funding, as a potential future 
location for an indoor / outdoor sports hub serving the growing population of Baillieston, 
Carmyle, Broomhouse Community Growth Area and so any tennis court construction at this 
stage may restrict the space available for future aspirations on this site.

(b) Mount Vernon Park – The operational properties in Mount Vernon Park are not conducive 
to supporting tennis activity. There is a nursery operating from the brick-built structure in 
Mount Vernon Park and a separate set of temporary changing units operated by East End 
Thistle Football Club. The building which houses the nursery used to include a separately 
accessed set of changing rooms operated by Glasgow Life, but these were declared unfit for 
purpose and were closed several years ago.    

· Role of Garrowhill Community Centre: Once the courts are operational, the Community 
Centre will act as an information point, meeting point and to provide access to toilet facilities 
and first aid. There will be no dedicated changing facilities as we foresee all users arriving at 
the courts ready for play. The Community Centre will be a key ingredient in helping to 
support the emergence of a tennis club.   

 

 


